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The criminal law can play a back-up role in 
the fight against corruption.  The present 
article discusses five aspects of the criminal 
law on corruption.  First, corruption may be 
reduced by legalizing some formerly illegal 
activities and criminalizing others.  Second, 
penalties need to be set to achieve effective 
deterrence.  Third, law enforcement 
authorities need tools such as plea-
bargaining to encourage bribe payers and 
recipients to cooperate with authorities to 
uncover corruption.  Fourth, corporations 
and other organizations need to be held 
responsible for the corrupt actions of their 
employees.  Fifth, because corruption is 
often a side effect of organized crime 
activity, authorities need to design 
strategies to deal with this overlap.  In 
general, the goals of law enforcement 
should be to determine those corrupt 
systems that are doing the most damage 
and to organize the deterrence effort to 
make corruption costly and to give 
participants an incentive to report corrupt 
deals. 
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