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Name of Researcher: Mbaku, John Mukum 

Citizenship of Researcher: USA 

Telephone Number of Researcher: (801) 626-7442 

E-mail Address of Researcher: jmbaku@weber.edu 

Employer or Sponsoring Organization: Department of Economics, Weber State 
University 

Address of Employer or Sponsoring 
Organization: 

3807 University Circle 
Ogden, UT 84408-3807 

Title of Project: Alternative Approaches to Corruption 
Cleanups in Africa 

Type of Product (e.g., Book, Paper, 
Documentary Film, Serial Article): 

Paper/Book Chapter 
(Also working on a book). 

 
 
Précis of 100 Words or Less: 
 
 

During the last fifty years, several 
strategies have been used to deal with 
pervasive corruption in Africa. 
Unfortunately, these efforts have not had 
any long-term positive effects on 
corruption in the continent. New research 
has determined that the most effective way 
to deal with corruption is to first examine 
the rules that regulate sociopolitical 
interaction in the society in question. Rules 
determine the incentive structures faced by 
traders (i.e., market participants) and how 
they behave and relate to others in the 
market. Hence, effective and sustainable 
corruption cleanups should begin with a 
modification of market incentive structures 
which, for the African countries, implies 
the reconstruction and reconstitution of the 
postcolonial state to provide accountable, 
transparent, and participatory governance 
structures, and resource allocation systems 
that guarantee economic freedoms (i.e., the 
right of citizens to engage freely in 
exchange and contracting) and enhance 
entrepreneurial activities.  

Start Date: January 2002 for book chapter; September 
2003 for book. 

Projected Completion Date: Book chapter completed. Book still in 
progress and expected to be completed by 
October 2004. 
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Presentation or Publication Date: Book chapter published in Falola, T., ed. 
2003. Africa, Volume 5: Contemporary 
Africa (Durham: Carolina Academic 
Press). 

Presentation or Publication Venue: Presented at a conference on 
“Reconstituting and Reconstructing the 
Postcolonial State in Africa,” held at the M-
Plaza Hotel, Accra, Ghana, June 2002.  

Original Language: English 

Projected Date of Availability in English: Now available. See citation above.  

Relation to Other Efforts, Follow-on 
Projects (If Any): 

I plan to expand the piece into a book on 
“new approaches to corruption cleanups in 
Africa.” This is part of an on-going effort 
to provide policy relevant research on ways 
to improve resource allocation in Africa. 
Also see publications listed below.* 

Available in Hardcopy or Electronically 
(Y/N): 

Paperback from Carolina Academic Press. 

Of interest: (1) Mbaku, J. M. 1997. Institutions 
and Reform in Africa: The 
Public Choice Perspective 
(Westport, CT: Praeger). 

(2) Mbaku, J. M. 2000. 
Bureaucratic and Political 
Corruption in Africa: The Public 
Choice Perspective (Malabar, 
FL: Krieger). 

(3) Mbaku, J. M., ed. 1998. 
Corruption and the Crisis of 
Institutional Reforms in Africa 
(Lewiston, NY: Edwin Mellen 
Press). 

 


