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Précis of 100 Words or Less: 
 
 

No miracle cure has ended Latin America's 
turmoil. Latin leaders need to find 
homegrown solutions. One place to start is 
more economic reform, not less, and less 
rule of law, not more. Many observers have 
seized upon the region's recent dismal 
economic record to argue that Latin 
America's market reforms of the 1990s 
have failed miserably. However, the 
problem in Latin America might not be too 
much reform, but too little. Gazing across 
Latin America today, one is more likely to 
see helpless, ineffective heads of state, 
fettered by newly assertive legislatures and 
power-hungry local leaders. But do not 
anticipate a new wave of military coups in 
Latin America. Instead, civilian protests 
have become a more popular means for 
"regime change" in the region. Corruption 
in Latin America seems worse now only 
because the region's democratic reforms 
have helped uncover more wrongdoing. 
Nevertheless, anticorruption measures are 
multiplying in light of popular discontent. 
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