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Since 1977, US firms have been prohibited
from bribing foreign officials under the
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act. Asaresult,
many traditional competitors of US
multinational firms have been willing to
pay bribesto foreign officialsas a
marketing ploy to win sales at the expense
of their American counterparts. Because
bribery of public officialsis widespread in
many devel oping nations to facilitate
overseas sales, US firmslost significant
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Recognizing the dilemma that American
firms are in, successive US administrations
have led the charge against bribery and
have attempted to get other nationsto join
in the battle. This paper traces the US
attemptsto curtail official bribery, and
details new information outlets and laws
passed by other nations to be used as
weapons as they join in the US-led fight
against bribery.
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