
 75 

 
Name of Researcher: Court, Julius  

Citizenship of Researcher: UK 

Telephone Number of Researcher:  

E-mail Address of Researcher: jcourt@odi.org.uk 

Employer or Sponsoring Organization: Overseas Development Institute (ODI) 

Address of Employer or Sponsoring 
Organization: 

111 Westminster Bridge Road 
London SE1 7JD, UK 

Title of Project: World Governance Assessment 

Type of Product (e.g., Book, Paper, 
Documentary Film, Serial Article): 

Book, Papers 

 
 
Précis of 100 Words or Less: 
 
 

According to Kofi Annan, the UN 
Secretary-General, “good governance is 
perhaps the single most important factor in 
eradicating poverty and promoting 
development.” If governance matters, so 
does the need for reliable, valid and 
comparable governance data. 
Unfortunately, most analysts believe 
current indicators provide inadequate 
measures of key governance processes. The 
aim of the World Governance Assessment 
(WGA) is, first, to generate new systematic 
and meaningful data that will enhance 
understanding of how governance makes a 
difference to the way a country develops. 
The pilot study generated substantive 
findings for 16 countries representing 51% 
of the world’s population. 
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