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Précis of 100 Words or Less: 
 
 

The current empirical research on the 
causes of political corruption uses an 
aggregated index of perceived corruption at 
the cross-national level and is thus 
incapable of explaining what factors drive 
individual politicians to engage in 
politically corrupt activities.  This paper 
seeks to fill this vacuum by hypothesizing 
and testing empirically whether the 
increase of electoral uncertainty pushes 
candidates to seek illegal rents.  In 
contradiction to the conventional wisdom, 
which suggests that electoral uncertainty 
has an anti-corruption effect, I argue that 
when personal votes are expensive yet 
critical for incumbents, their electoral 
uncertainty regarding their prospects of 
remaining in office actually increases their 
propensity to corruption in a curvilinear 
way.  An empirical test using duration 
analysis with individual-level data from 
Italy provides substantial support for this 
theory. 
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