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Mahmut Cengiz is a Major in the Turkish National Police where he has received many service 

awards. He previously served at the Anti-Smuggling and Organized Crime Department for 

twelve years. There, he worked in fields pertaining to mafia-type organized crime, nuclear 

smuggling, arms smuggling, as well as the Turkish Witness Protection and Undercover Unit. 

From 1998-2003, he served as Chief, Organized Crime Section, Nuclear Materials Smuggling. 

He also served in the Kosovo Peacekeeping Mission for one year.  

Currently, he is a PhD student at George Mason University’s School of Public Policy. He holds 

two master’s degrees, one from Kirikkale University and another from the School of 

International Service at American University. He received his PhD in Sociology from Ankara 

University. His Turkish dissertation was titled, How Corruption Becomes Entrenched in the 

Public Bureaucracy. He has conducted extensive research on organized crime and corruption in 

Turkey and has authored two books: Turkish Organized Crime Groups and How the Mafia is 

Explained by Conflict Theory.” He has several published articles on organized crime and 

corruption. 

Dr. Christopher A. Corpora is Senior Advisor and VP, Masy Group, LLC. He is currently an 

Adjunct Professor at George Mason University’s School of Public Policy.  Dr. Corpora is a 

nontraditional security threats specialist with a focus on transnational organized crime and its 

role in the broader global context.  He is a career national security professional with nearly 20 

years of military, civilian government and private sector experience.  Dr. Corpora has published 

dozens of scholarly essays, articles and book chapters and is an active Senior Fellow in several 

research and policy institutes, focused on nontraditional security threats. He received his Ph.D. 

from American University’s School of International Service in 2005 and is currently working on 

a monograph addressing local perceptions of and attitudes toward organized crime and 

corruption in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Afghanistan.   

Dr. Vanda Felbab-Brown is an Adjunct Professor in the Security Studies Program at the School 

of Foreign Service, Georgetown University and a fellow in Foreign Policy at the Brokings 

Institution. Specializing in issues of conflict and national security, she received her Ph.D. in 

Political science from MIT and her B.A. in government from Harvard University. 

Her forthcoming book Shooting Up: Illicit Economies and Military Conflict, analyzes the 

relationship between military conflict and illicit economies, such as the production and 

trafficking of narcotics. With key implications for counterinsurgency strategies, her work 

challenges the conventional narcoguerrilla theory and shows that belligerent groups’ exploitation 

of illicit economies increases not only their financial resources, but also their political capital 

from local populations. She has been exploring these dynamics in the cases of Afghanistan, 

Myanmar, Columbia, Peru- countries in which she has carried out fieldwork and also in the cases 

of India, Turkey, and Northern Ireland. The project has been supported by several grants. Her 

doctoral dissertation on illicit economies and military conflict received the APSA 2007 Harold 

D. Laswell Award for the best dissertation in the field of public policy. 

During 2006-07, Dr. Felbab-Brown was a Brookings Research Fellow in Foreign Policy Studies 

at the Brookings Institution. She held several predoctoral fellowships, including at the Belfer 

center for Science and International Affairs, John F. Kennedy School of Government. 



Jack A. Goldstone is the Virginia E. and John T. Hazel Jr. Professor at the George Mason 

School of Public Policy. His work on issues such as social movements, revolutions, and 

international politics has won him global acclaim and extensive research grants. The author or 

co-author of 9 books, Professor Goldstone is a leading authority on regional conflicts, has served 

on a U.S. Vice-Presidential Task Force on State Failure, and is a consultant to the U.S. State 

Department, Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the U.S. Agency for International 

Development. 

Victoria A. Greenfield holds the Crowe Chair in the Department of Economics at the U.S. 

Naval Academy. Previously, she held the positions of: Senior Economist, RAND Corporation; 

Senior Economist for International Trade and Agriculture, Council of Economic Advisers, 

Executive Office of the President; Chief International Economist, Bureau of Economic and 

Business Affairs, U.S. Department of State; and Principal Analyst, U.S. Congressional Budget 

Office. Dr. Greenfield’s recent publications, including The World Heroin Market: Can Supply Be 

Cut?, Oxford University Press, address international drug control policy and national security. 

She earned a Ph.D. in Agricultural and Resource Economics from the University of California at 

Berkeley and a B.S. in Agricultural Economics from Cornell University. 

Nazia Hussain is currently pursuing her Ph.D at George Mason University. During the summer, 

she started blogging for Policynet- a project of the Center for International Governance 

Innovation, based in Waterloo, Canada, on issues in Security and Development. She has co-

authored a paper with Dr. Louise Shelley on narco-trafficking in Afghanistan-Pakistan and its 

implications for national security for the National Bureau of Asian Research (NBR).  She holds 

an MA in Political Science from University of Punjab, Lahore and received an MA in 

International Relations from Boston University while a Fulbright scholar.  

Dr. Nikolay Naydenov, Fulbright Fellow at TraCCC, SPP, George Mason University is an 

associate professor of politics at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski,” Bulgaria. His expertise 

is in the field of corruption research, non-public political moves, public sphere theory and 

political anthropology. Dr. Naydenov received his undergraduate/master’s degree from Sofia 

University in Sociology. He holds a Ph.D. in Political Sociology and a Doctor Habil in Political 

Science from the Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”. His academic scholarships and grants 

include a Visiting Scholarship at Rome University ‘La Sapienza,’ Research Support Scheme 

Grant (Open Society, Prague), Visiting Scholarship at Christ Church (Oxford University) and 

Fulbright Fellowship (TraCCC, George Mason University). 

 

He is the author of Publics and Politics: Introduction to Political Anthropology of Modernity 

(2008), Anthropology of Patriarchal Language (2001) and Feudalism and Patriarchality (1993), 

all of them published by Sofia University Press. He is the founder and a member of the 

Governing Council of Institute for Public Environment Development (IPED) in Sofia, and a 

member of the Governing Council of the Bulgarian journal Political Studies.  

   

Since 1989, Dr. Naydenov has been the leading investigator of a large-scale project on Bulgarian 

Street Democracy, which resulted in his concepts on the Genealogy of the Public Forum and the 

Genealogy of Public Representatives. He appears frequently on the Bulgarian media addressing 

corruption in Bulgaria.  



Dr. Louise Shelley joined the School of Public Policy in August 2007. Previously, she was a 

Professor in the School of International Service and also in the Department of Justice, Law and 

Society at American University. Dr. Shelley is the founder and Director of the Terrorism, 

Transnational Crime and Corruption Center (TraCCC) that moved with her from American 

University. Her expertise in transnational crime and corruption includes money laundering and 

illicit financial flows, human smuggling and trafficking, national security issues. 

Dr. Shelley is the recipient of the Guggenheim, NEH, IREX, Kennan Institute, and Fulbright 

Fellowships and received a MacArthur Grant to establish the Russian Organized Crime Study 

Centers. She is the author of Policing Soviet Society (Routledge, 1996), Lawyers in Soviet 

Worklife and Crime and Modernization, as well as numerous articles and book chapters on all 

aspects of transnational crime and corruption. She has just completed a book Human 

Trafficking:A Global Perspective.   

 Dr. Shelley has run programs in Russia, Ukraine and Georgia with leading specialists on the 

problems of organized crime and corruption. She has testified before the House Committee on 

International Relations Committee, the Helsinki Commission, the House Banking Committee 

and the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on transnational crime, human trafficking and the 

links between transnational crime, financial crime and terrorism. Professor Shelley serves on the 

Global Agenda Council on Illicit Trade of the World Economic Forum.  

Bilal Wahab is working with the institutional Integrity vice Presidency, which is the World 

Bank project’s watchdog. He assists with corruption investigations in developing countries. He is 

also in the PhD program at SPP at George Mason University. He received an MA at American 

University in International Relations while studying on a Fulbright scholarship. He has published 

on smuggling in Iraq. He has appeared on the BBC, VOA, NPR and many other media on Iraq 

and illicit trade. 

 

 

 

 


